
Statistically Valid Household 
Survey

• 600 Households Within Joplin
• 150 Households Within Each District
• 150 Households Outside of Joplin
• Margin of error of +/-3.6% whole 

survey (+/-4% within Joplin)



District 1
25%

District 2
25%

District 3
25%

District 4
25%

Which Council District Corresponds to 
Your Home?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Evaluating the Current Parks and 
Recreation System



15%

61%

24%

Have You or Members of Household Participated in 
Any Parks and Recreational Programs During

The Last 12 Months?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July 2000)

No, but aware that the City 
of Joplin offers recreation 

programs

Yes

No, because I did not 
know that the City of 
Joplin offered 
programs



Source:  ETC Institute/Leisure Vision (July, 2000)

8%

18%

17%

17%

16%

65%

59%

61%

60%

60%

27%

23%

22%

23%

24%

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

Outside

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Yes No, Am Aware No, Not Aware

    Participation in Programs
by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

35%

28%

21%

20%

12%

8%

Activities at Memorial Hall

Special Events

Recreational Swimming

Youth Sports Programs

Outdoor Arts/Music Theater

Adult Sports League

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
Yes Participated

6 City Programs With Highest Participation 
During the Past 2 Years

by percentage of respondents



Excellent
12%

Good
49%

Fair
20%

Poor
4%

Don't Know
15%

Residents Rate the Recreational Programs 
Offered by the City of Joplin

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Source:  ETC Institute/Leisure Vision (July, 2000)
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    Ratings of Programs
by respondents in Council Districts



Yes
72%

25%

3%

Visitation of City of Joplin Parks 
During the Past Year

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

No, but I know 
where City of 

Joplin parks are 
located

No, because I do 
not know where 

City of Joplin parks 
are located



Source:  ETC Institute/Leisure Vision (July, 2000)
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 Visited Parks Past Year
by respondents in Council Districts



Excellent
8%

Good
44%

30%

5%

13%

Condition of City of Joplin Parks 
Visited During the Past Year

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

Fair (need some 
improvements)

Poor (need many 
improvements)

Don't know; I have 
not visited a City of 
Joplin park recently



Source:  ETC Institute/Leisure Vision (July, 2000)
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by respondents in Council Districts



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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40%
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32%
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29%
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23%
22%

21%
19%

15%
15%

14%
12%
13%

6%
3%

Neighborhood parks
Picnic shelters

Playgrounds for children
Open space within 10 minutes

Access to Shoal Creek
Walking and biking trails

Museum complexes
Large multi-use parks

Outdoor pools
Indoor concert/theater space

Baseball fields
Golf courses

Softball fields
Lighted sports fields

Nature trails
Soccer fields
Tennis courts

Public meeting space
Indoor gyms and fitness spaces

Large centralized sports complex
Nature centers

Indoor swimming facilities
Volleyball courts

Outdoor ice-skating rinks

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Visted Past 2 Years

Parks & Facilities Visited Over 
Past 2 Years in Joplin 

by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

59%
57%

44%
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40%
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33%
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30%
30%

29%

Neighborhood parks

Picnic shelters

Playgrounds for children

Open space within 10 minutes

Access to Shoal Creek

Walking and biking trails

Museum complexes

Large multi-use parks

Outdoor pools

Indoor concert/theater space

Baseball fields

Golf courses
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Top 12 Parks & Facilities Visited Over 
Past 2 Years in Joplin 

by percentage of respondents



55%

57%

68%

58%

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4
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Neigbhorhood Parks

Visits to Neighborhood Parks
by percentages of households 
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Picnic Shelters

Visits to Picnic Shelters
by percentages of households 
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Baseball Fields

Visits to Baseball Fields
by percentages of households 
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Walking/Biking Trails

Visits to Walking/Biking Trails
by percentages of households 



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Access to Shoal Creek
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No Parks or Recreation Facility Has More than 10% of 
Respondent Indicating "Very Satisfied" With Condition 

by percentage of respondents



Yes
54%

No
46%

Patronage of Recreation Programs or Facilities 
Provided by Organizations Other Than the 

City of Joplin 
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

54%

48%

31%

29%

16%

Churches

YMCA

Local schools

Private clubs (golf/tennis, health & fitness)

Boys/Girls Club

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Top 5 Providers of Recreation Programs or 
Facilities Used by Residents 

by percentage of respondents (Multiple Responses)



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

43%

18%

14%

14%

13%

12%

12%

Too busy/not interested

Use facilities provided by others

Parks don't contain facilities we need

Facilities are not well maintained

The locations are not close to my home

Facilities do not have right equipment

Security is insufficient

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

7 Major Reasons Which Keep Respondents
From Using Facilities 

by percentage of respondents (Multiple Responses)



THE PREFERRED FUTURE

Recreation Programs and Parks 
and Recreation Facilities of 

Highest Importance
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0% 5% 10% 15% 20%
Youth Sports Recreation Swimming Outdoor Arts/Music

Youth Sports is 1st Choice as "Most 
Important" Program in 2 out of 4 Districts 

by percentages of households 



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Neighborhood parks  

Walking and biking trails  

Picnic shelters

Playgrounds for children  

Nature trails

Open space areas  

Multi use parks for active/passive recreation  

Access to Shoal Creek

Nature centers

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

First Choice Second Choice Third Choice Fourth Choice

Top Passive Parks and Recreational Facilities That 
Respondents See as Most Important 

by percentage of respondents top 4 choices
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Neighborhood Parks is Top  Choice as 
"Most Important" in 4 out of 4 Districts 

by sum of top 4 choices  



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Outdoor swimming pool  

Indoor concert/theater space
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Indoor gyms and fitness space  
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Residents See as Most Important 

by percentage of respondents top 4 choices
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Outdoor Pools, Indoor Concert/Theater Space, 
and Golf Courses are Top  Choices  as "Most 

Important" in Districts 
by sum of top 4 choices  



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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by percentage of respondents top 4 choices



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Very Supportive Somewhat Supportive Not Supportive Don't Know

Support for  Open Space Acquisition 
and Development

by percentage of respondents



FUNDING PRIORITIES

Recreation Programs and Parks 
and Recreation Facilities of 

Highest Importance



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

49%

37%
35%
35%

32%
29%

14%
12%

8%
5%

4%

Renovating neighborhood parks & playgrounds  

Increasing visibility of law enforcement at parks 

Renovating picnic areas  

Improving outdoor swimming with play features  

Linking parks with walking/biking trails  

Renovating Memorial Hall

Renovating public cemeteries

Renovating existing outdoor athletic courts

Renovating existing baseball/softball fields

Renovating indoor gyms/fitness space  

Renovating existing soccer fields

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

First Choice Second Choice Third Choice

Improvements  Most Willing to 
Support With Tax Dollars? 

Based on sum of Top 4 Choices by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Support With Tax Dollars? 

by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Support With Tax Dollars? 

by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

17%

55%
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33%

20%
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Acquired and developed for passive usage

Acquired and developed for passive and active

Acquired and left undeveloped for future

Acquired and developed for active youth/adult spor

No new open space areas should be acquired

None
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Two Open Space Acquisition Policies  Most Willing to 
Support With Tax Dollars 

by percentage of respondents



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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by percentage of respondents

Two Open Space Acquisition Policies Most Willing to 
Support With Tax Dollars? 



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July 2000)
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Business Sponsorships  

Sales Tax Revenues  

User Fees  

Leases to Commercial Operators  

Property Tax Revenues  
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Support for Various Sources of Revenue to Fund Parks 
and Recreation Projects

 by percentage of respondents



32%
9%

6%

9%

14%

7%

17%

6%

What Percent of 100 Percent Should 
Go to Individual Issues?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

Improvements to existing 
neighborhood parks

Acquisition/development of 
new park land and open 

space

Construction of new 
sports fields for 

youths and adults

Construction of new 
community indoor 

recreation facilities

Development of 
environmental facilities

Acquisition/development of 
walking and biking trails and 

linear parks

Development of 
special facilities

Other



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

$30

$32

$34

$31

$18

$16

$15

$20

$15

$16

$15

$13

$14

$12

$15

$15

$10

$8

$8

$9

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

$0 $25 $50 $75 $100
Improvements of Existing Parks
Environmental Facilities
New Recreation/Sports Fields* (Combined)
Walking/Biking Trails
Acquisition/Development of New Parks

Investments of Additional $100 
by percentage of respondents



VOTER SUPPORT

Support for Sales Tax Election & 
Community Priority of Improving 

Parks and Recreation System



Vote in favor
33%

Might vote in favor
32%

Not sure
19%

Vote against
16%

How Would You Vote On a Sales Tax Issue With 
Funds Used to Improve the City's 
Parks and Recreation System?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)
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Most Likely to Vote on Sales Tax Issue for
Improving Parks and Recreation System 

by percentage of respondents



Very important
38%

Somewhat important
50%

Not important
8%

Don't know
4%

Compared to Other Priorities (Public Safety, Streets, 
Utilities), How Important do You Think It Is for 

The City to Fund Improvements to Existing 
Parks and Recreation Facilities?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)

31%

39%

41%

42%

57%

46%

47%

50%

9%

9%

9%

4%

3%

6%

4%

3%

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Very Important Somewhat Important Not Important
Don't Know
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by percentage of respondents



24 or less
6%

25-34 years
15%

35-44 years
19%

45-54 years
20%

55-64 years
15%

65+
25%

What Is Your Age?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Under $25,000
20%

$75,000-$99,999
8%

$50,000-$74,999
15%

$25,000-$49,999
32%

$100,000 or more
7%

Prefer Not to Disclose
18%

What Is Your Total Annual 
Household Income

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



Male
45%

Female
55%

What Is Your Gender?
by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)



5 years or less
15%

6-10 years
12%

11-15 years
8%

16-20 years
11%

21-30 years
16%

31+ years
38%

How Many Years Have You 
Lived In Joplin?

by percentage of respondents

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (July, 2000)


